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The following is the written statement/testimony for the October 27, 2009 public hearing concerning Bill No. 090568:

As President of the Delaware Valley Association of Structural Engineers (DVASE), I am present to relay our organization’s stance on the proposed City Council Bill Number 090568.

We have issued a number of detailed comments to the City for consideration when finalizing this Bill and we believe the following items are the most critical.

· The inclusion of a national standard, ASTM E2270-05 “Standard Practice for Periodic Inspection of Building Facades for Unsafe Conditions” as a reference to this bill is important and will help establish a common criteria for all parties involved in evaluating facades included within the scope of the proposed Bill
· The definition of a “Professional” shall be refined to include language about professionals licensed in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  See our detailed comments for specific language defining the “Professional”.
· The definition of “complete” should be revised to reflect the national ASTM standard mentioned above as well as other standards on this topic in other US cities.  “Complete” inspections can not be achieved within the scope of this bill.  Please refer to our detailed comments submitted to the City for review.
· One of the issues that our organization is struggling with are the definitions of Safe, Safe with a Repair and Maintenance Program and Unsafe.  It’s a liability issue for structural engineers to in a sense “certify” that a building facade is safe when we may not know what’s lurking behind the wall without performing extensive destructive and non-destructive testing as well as reviewing 100% of all wall surfaces.  A limitation statement on the scope of the inspection needs to be incorporated.  We have noted this in our comments to the amended bill.  A similar type of limitation statement has been adopted in Chicago and is included in the referenced ASTM standard.
Thank you for your time and allowing the structural engineering community the opportunity to participate in the process.
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